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January Invocation
Carol Ann Colyer

As I sit here writing this message on Martin Luther King Day I am
thinking a lot about his words and actions. One particular saying
keeps coming to mind: Faith is taking the first step even when you
don't see the whole staircase. As a club we took the first step last
year to support a new project “Days for Girls” and we can be proud
of what we did with our small number of members. I hope we can
be as successful with the project this year.
And this year, we took another first step to try the SIA Dream It Be
It program in a combined effort with SI Harrisburg East. Again we
can be proud of our first efforts and can hope for some
improvements as we move forward.
In the coming months, we have a number of projects planned
(paper collection for the Cupboard at Calvary; our Days for Girls
bags; Easter Bunny bags for the women and children’s shelter; and
our large awards night at the end of April). We are a small but
mighty group indeed.
What we don’t have this year is a large fundraiser as we made the
decision to rest for this year. As we begin to think about next year,
what types of activities do you want the club to pursue? As Martin
Luther King Jr said “Life's most persistent and urgent question is,
'What are you doing for others?”

President Alice
JANUARY
PROMGRAM:
Paper Products for
Food Pantry at
Calvary U M Church

DATE: January24, 2017
TIME: 6:30 P.M.
PLACE: Best Western
Premier Hotel,
Harrisburg, PA

Members who plan to attend the
dinner meeting MUST notify
Billie Hawk (545-6991) or
hawk4017@verizon.net by 6 PM
the Wednesday before meeting
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JANUARY MEETING
We will be collecting toilet
paper, paper towels, tissues
and other paper products for
the Food Pantry at the Calvary
United Methodist Church.
December Collection – Thank
You
At the December meeting we took a
cash collection for the President’s
appeal for Nepal. That evening we
collected $100 and want to thank all
our members for their contribution.

January
5 – Miriam Rothermel
6 – Jackie Speaks
25 – Peggy Schmidt
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING
EVENTS:

January 24
GIANT, KARNS & WEIS CARDS
Treat a senior
citizen, a family
member and or give
a gift to a family or
individual in need
of assistance. Grocery cards can be
purchased in the amount of $10, $20,
$25, $50 and $100.

February 20
February 28
April 28-30

August 11-12
November 4

SI HBG Dinner
Meeting
SI HBG Board
SI HBG Dinner
meeting
NAR Spring
Conference, Valley
Forge
Soroptimist SOAR
Fall District Meeting,
SI Montour, Danville

For Karns or Weis Gift Cards contact
Gretta Morrow at
grettam@netzero.net.
Giant Gift Cards contact Jacalyn
Speaks at jcspeaks@patreasury.gov or
jcspeaks@aol.com to submit your
orders.

Red Dress Day is February 3.
Will you wear red to increase
awareness for women’s heart
health?
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DISHCLOTHS FOR SALE
Handmade
crocheted dishcloths
will be for sale at our
meeting. All funds
will be donated to
our club.
Prices:

Our Friendship Link
SI of CANNOCK and DISTRICT
Cannock Soroptimists, as in previous years,
have been doing what they can to provide a
better Christmas for some of those who may
be in some sort of need this year:


They provide Christmas gifts for the
women and children who will be
living in a refuge run by the Pathway
Project for women victims of
domestic violence over the festive
period. They sent along toys, games,
clothing, books, toiletries, jewelry –
the recipients of the gifts are always
touched that there are people
thinking of them at this time.



President Carole Holdcroft
coordinated the club’s preparation,
cooking and serving of a Christmas
Dinner for those who use the Soup
Kitchen in Mill Street Cannock. They
fund a large part of this meal too and
again served over 50 meals, complete
with all of the Christmas trimmings
– this service to members of the
community is always appreciated.

1 dishcloth $4.00
2 dishcloths $7.00

A special thank you to Susan Wolfe
for donating $110 for the sale of her
crotched items. She plans on
continuing to make these items for
the remainder of our club year.
Fundraisers from around the
Region:
SI OF Rancocas Valley
Is hosting A Comedy Night Benefit will
have 2 shows January 20 at the Robin’s
Nest in Downtown Mount Holliday at 7 PM
and 9 PM. Cost is $15 + $1.89 handling fee.
For more information contact SI of
Rancocas Valley at
sirancocasvalley@soroptimist.net

SI of Hanover Is sponsoring a 7 night

Bahamas Cruise from February 19 to 26
with the Royal Caribbean. For every
booking made, $50 will be donated to SI of
Hanover.

SI Pottstown will hold their 8th

Annual “Bag the Winter Blues” (Purse
Bingo) on Friday, March 31st, 2017 at the
Gilbertsville Fire Company. Doors open
at 5 PM and the bingo starts at 7 PM.Cost is
$25 for 20 games and 3 specials.Tickets go
on sale Feb. 1st.Call Rose Hoffman at 610326-9345 for more information.



In lieu of
sending
cards to
each
other at
Christmas, Soroptimists made
donations to their International
President’s appeal, held to mark
United Nations Day on December
10th. The appeal this year is Educate
to Lead – Nepal and will help victims
of the earthquake in Nepal. This

Soroptigram

Page 4

Appeal addresses human rights
issues that follow a disaster. The
earthquakes in Nepal were
devastating – physically,
geographically, psychologically,
financially, and economically. The
resulting poverty has left women and
girls more vulnerable. Human
traffickers prey on rural women and
deceive them into losing their
freedom and human rights. Many
have lost their livelihoods and need
to find a way to care for themselves
and their families – the Soroptimist
project aims to alleviate this
problem. This year SI of Cannock
donated £65.00 to the appeal.


SI Cannock’s own Christmas
Celebration was held early in
December at the Barns when they
were entertained by The Folkies, a
small local group who provide good,
fun music with plenty of audience
participation. Members enjoyed the
evening and wish everyone a happy
Christmas and a healthy, peaceful
2017.

2017 CALENDARS
Have extra calendars?
Meada will take them
for clients at the
medical center.

SOROPTIMIST

INTERNATIONAL OF AMERICA
SIA is a co-sponsor of the Volunteer
Organization Protection Act of 2015 (VOPA)
- H.R. 2290. This bill amends the 1997
Volunteer Protection Act and would extend
liability protection to volunteer
organizations similar to protections that are
already provided to individual volunteers.
In 2015, SIA asked you to contact Congress
to express support for the Volunteer
Organization Protection Act. Our members
took action and your efforts were
recognized. I’m excited to share that VOPA
is gaining traction with 58 co-sponsors.
Now that the next session of Congress has
begun, we want to gain more momentum
for VOPA.
SIA still needs your help! The new
115th Congress is now in session and they
need to hear from YOU. Write, call or visit
your U.S. Senator or House Representative
and urge them to co-sponsor VOPA.
The following organizations have also
joined the coalition to support VOPA:
Civitan International, JCI, Kiwanis
International, Lions Clubs, International,
National Ambucs, National Exchange Club,
Optimist International, Quota
International, Rotary International,
Ruritan National, Sertoma, Special
Olympics, Toastmasters International,
YMCA and Zonta International
Thank you for taking action to protect the
work of SIA and to ensure we’re all able to
continue improving the lives of women and
girls through programs leading to social and
economic empowerment.
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Christmas Celebration
SIA
ELECTION

You may have
heard that the
2016-2017 SIA
Federation
President-elect
had to resign
for health reasons this fall. SIA is
conducting a special election to fill
her vacancy and the ballot will be due
back to headquarters in early
February. The Board is reviewing the
candidates and will have a board
recommendation for the members at
the meeting on January 24.
And, while we are discussing
elections, we will need to form a
nominating committee to prepare a
ballot for our club officers at our
February meeting. Carol accepted a
year term as Treasurer but we will
need to have a new treasurer in July.
President Alice is willing to move to
the Treasurer’s position if someone
will fill in for her as President. Also
up for election would be a Director,
the Corresponding Secretary and one
Delegate for the 2017-2019 year.
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We are on the web at:
www.harrisburgsoroptimist.org

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE
I pledge allegiance to Soroptimism and to
the ideals for which it stands.
The Sincerity of Friendship
The Joy of Achievement
The Dignity of Service
The Integrity of Profession
The Love of Country
I will put forth my greatest effort to
promote, uphold and defend these ideals,
For the larger fellowship in home, in
society, in business, for Country and God.

Editor: Alice Lubrecht
Associate Editor: Carol Ann Colyer

SOROPTIGRAM DEADLINE:
Deadline for the February issue is February
6.

WHO ARE SOROPTIMISTS
Soroptimists are women of all ages,
cultures, and ethnic groups. They are
working moms and single women, small
business
owners
and
corporate
executives, attorneys, teachers and
physicians. Soroptimists are leaders
across all professional disciplines that
also serve as role models for younger
women at the beginning of their careers.
The common thread that connects all
Soroptimists is the desire to make a
difference for others through volunteer
service.
Soroptimist International of the Americas
(SIA) is part of Soroptimist International,
the world’s largest classified service
organization
for
executive
and
professional women.
The Harrisburg Club’s mission is to use
our time, talents and resources to
advance the status of women and
children. To accomplish this mission, we
establish and support specific projects to
address the needs locally, regionally and
internationally.

